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Buildings involved in the restoration activities  
 
The Italian-Egyptian Centre for Restoration and Archaeology is a work site school operating on a 
10.000 square meters area near the Mosque of Sultan Hassan, at the feet of Cairo Citadel, in the 
Hilmiyah district. 
 
In 1988 the Centre completed the recovery of the sama’khana, the most significant building in the 
world of this architectural typology. 
In 2002, the madrasa of Sunqur Sa’di was restored: its plan is a very unusual example of Mamluk 
Bahri architecture. The restoration included archaeological excavations under the sama’khana, 
which was built using some structures belonging to the madrasa itself. 
 
The following restorations were completed in 2007 (2002-2007 programmes): 
- The Mausoleum of Sunqur Sa’di (known as of Hasan Sadaqa), whose marble cenotaph is now 

visible to the public 
- The cells of the Mevlevi convent, facing the sama’khana 
- The entrance of the convent on Shari Es-Suyufiya. 

 
The architectonic survey of the monumental building of Qusun-Yashbak-Aqbardi has been 
completed and a preliminary study for its recovering started. 
 
These interventions were carried out in accordance with the following concepts: 
- Visibility of the intervention 
- Compatibility of the materials used with the original ones 
- Reversibility of both materials and intervention, where possible 

 
Special attention was paid to the preservation of the shape and the technique of the monument, 
using: 
- Minimal intervention to preserve the shape 
- Supporting structures, in case of structural interventions, to preserve original techniques and 

technologies 
- Detailed documentation, before, during and after the intervention, especially in case of 

changes. Where possible, documentation was produced "in situ". 
 
All these activities have been carried out as work site school, where teachers supervise the 
intervention working directly with trainees (coordinators, restorers, technicians and artisans) in 
the accomplishment of the project. 
Students, on their part, learn by practicing until the intervention is completed and by the repetition 
of similar interventions. 
 
Organization of the work site school 
 
The activities of the work site school conducted in 2002-2007 interested the whole area managed by 
the Centre and involved many different specializations in the field of restoration, from structural 
and architectural interventions to the restoration of objects found during the archaeological 
excavations. 
 
Two programmes interacted in the organization and development of the activities of the work site 
school: the restoration programme for the Mausoleum of Sunqur Sa'di and of the rooms (E-H-G) of 
the Mevlevi convent (promoted by the General Direction for Mediterranean and Middle East 
Countries, Ministry of Foreign Affairs) in the period from October 2003 to March 2006, and the 
Professional Training for Restoration and Archaeology Programme (promoted by the Directorate 



General of Co-operation for Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs) in the period from May 
2002 to December 2007. 
 
The two programmes were carried out, when possible, parallel to each other, and this contributed 
to providing all the activities with the organization and characteristics of a work site school. 
 
Training was divided into three categories of professional specializations: 
- Support artisans (carpenter, joiner, mason, smith, plasterer, painter, stonecutter, tiler); 
- Specialized professional figures (stuccoes, stone materials, paintings, archaeological materials, 

yard assistance, technicians for special interventions) 
- Coordinating professional figures (architect, engineer, restorers coordinator) 

 
Professional specializations involved different operational fields. 
 
Stuccoes: interiors of the Mausoleum of Hasan Sadaqa (cleaning, consolidation, integration of 
missing parts, cast-molding-reproduction); 
 
Stone: façade of the Mausoleum and of the iwan of the madrasa of Sunqur Sa'di (preliminary 
phases, operational tests and cleaning); 
 
Paintings: the wooden sarcophagus of Hasan Sadaqa, the inscriptions in the iwan, some 
maintaining interventions in the Sama 'khana and other general improvements in the Mausoleum; 
 
Archaeology: Mausoleum of Sunqur Sa'di and Mevlevi convent (excavations in the mausoleum and 
researches in the convent, restoration of the archaeological material stored in the deposit); 
 
Architecture: Convent and Mausoleum (consolidations, braces, restoration of wooden structures, 
floors, roofing, casings, balconies) surveys and preliminary studies of Yashbak Palace. 
 
The training programme was conducted in three different periods, lasting approximately one year 
each, and characterized by three Operational Phases: 

1) Course planning, assignation of coordination roles; 
2) Lessons and training for artisans, specialists and coordinators; 
3) Monitoring, revision lessons and conclusions. 

 
The programme was then completed and integrated by 15 refresher theme lessons addressed to 
architects, technicians and professionals interested in restoration; thus spreading the scientific 
knowledge to a wider public.          
 
The activities were characterized by: the main activity of practice and professional training; 
practical restoration activity, the main aim of which was to support learning activities; research 
and scientific spreading, mainly carried out for educational purposes. 
 
From an educational point of view, the training was carried out during the most significant phases 
of the restoration interventions. The restoration activities were carried out during the whole year 
in the period from 2002 until 2007. 
The restoration activities that were not directly involved in the training programme and were 
performed outside the periods dedicated to the training were considered curricular activities and 
had their didactic counterpart during the following phases of the training programme.  
 
The theoretical lessons were divided into three levels. Basic lessons, addressed to artisans, carried 
out by Egyptian coordinators and planned in collaboration with Italian experts. Specific lessons, 
concerning the different field of restoration, addressed to the coordinators and the staff of the 



Supreme Council of Antiquities, carried out by CFPR experts. Thematic lessons and workshops on 
research themes, accomplished restoration interventions and related cultural and historical 
aspects; these lessons, addressed to professionals and to a wider public were carried out by experts 
of CFPR or other institutions.  
 
The organization of the work site school was established together with the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, whose staff helped in the accomplishment of the programme. 
 
The total number of people who took part in the training programme is as follows: 
- SCA staff in the period from 2002 to 2007: 3 professionals (coordinators); 87 artisans-workmen; 

39 restorers; 
- For short training programmes: 88 university students; 71 artisans-workmen; 
- Thematic refresher lessons: 241 professionals of the restoration field. 

 
In the work site school you teach and you learn activities thanks to the realization of the work 
itself. 
All the projects, concerning structures, architectures and the fine arts, were accomplished only in 
the laboratories and with the equipment of the Centre. 
 
The documentation of the accomplished activity is, for each participant, the certification of the 
acquisition of a professional qualification. 
 
Italian teachers and experts 
The teachers who carried out the programme were selected among those Italian experts who had 
already taken part in the researches and activities of CIERA in Egypt and therefore are familiar 
with the restoration problems of the site. 
Most of Italian teachers come from State's Institute of Art, but also from the Central Institute for 
Restoration, the National Council for Research and also from Rome University “La Sapienza”, 
Naples University “L’Orientale” and Venice University- IUAV. 
The professional training programme (DGCS of Ministry of Foreign Affairs) is strictly related to 
the restoration project of the monumental areas, which are part of the project carried out by CFPR 
on the whole area. 
CFPR provided the restoration project of the area and the technical executive details elaborated by 
the Director of the programme, Prof. G. Fanfoni, who followed and directed the works effectively 
and actively and took part in the different fields whenever necessary.   
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