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Design 19771979
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Site 3850 m2

Ground Floor 256 m2
Total Floor 628 m2

Programme  Resloration and adaptive re-use of
an 18th century theatre and
monastery of the Mevlevi Whirling
Dervishes order into a training and
cultural centre.
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The restoration project of the badly damaged Samakhana
complex, an 18th century theatre and monastery of the
Mevlevi Whirling Dervishes order, was launched in 1979,
after an agreement between the ltalian Institute of Culture
and the Egyptian Antiquities Organization. The programme
was also Set up to train students of the Cairo and Helwan
Universities as well as personnel of the Egyptian Antiquities
Organization in the various techniques of restoration. Besides
accommodating the Restoration Centre, supervised by
experts, the complex will be used for cultural activities
involving the local omumunity. Over the span of the estoration
period, the pace of work ad to be slackened (or even brought
0 a stand still) on several occasions or lack of sufficient
funds.

GENERAL PLAY OF TE MONMENTAL AREA

The cluster of structures which make p this complex range
from the early mamluk period (the madrasa/mausoleum of
the Emir Sunqur Sa'di/Hasan Sadaga built in 1315 and the
Palace of Yazbak Aqbardi dating to the 14th century) to the
late Ottoman era (the Mevlevi Samakhana built in the 18th
century). The madrasa and mausoleu of Emir Sunqur Sa'di
and their adjoining minaret line asSuyufiyya street, in the
historic quarter of al-Chalifa (todays Helmiyya), at a short
listance from the mosque/madrasa of Sultan Hasan. This
area of medieval Cairo which lies beyond the Fatimid walls
was developed in the Mamluk period, with the nearby pond
of the Birkat alFir and the old Khalig Masri (canal).
Nowadays, it is a densely populated urban district
experiencing growing infrastructural problems, notably

- those of water Filtration and over-burdened seweage

Building Type 071 systems, both of which seriously endangered the numerous

1998 Award Cycle 1086.EGY Islamic monuments dotted around this arca.

Technical aspects of the dome restoration: the in-
sulation by a layer fibre glass; The preparation of
the two layers covering on the laths texture; the
final covering of the dome and the roof.
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View from above before Restoration with the Yazbak palace
and the Citadel in the background
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