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i The Cairo Sama’khana, after half a century of & "
) neglect and decay, has been restored and was
. 5 recently opened to the public, thanks to the . -
- patient efforts of an Italian architect whose labaur FaRY.
of love made it possible for the Company of | »

Mawlawi Dervishes, formed by the Turkish L5 s
Ministry of Culture in 1990, to perform inthe
original setting of their order. Fayza Hassan - —
reviews the history of the “whirling dervishes”

and visits the site of their devotions

he assemblage of buildings commonly referred
© Mevievi (Mawlawi)
he foor of the Citadel,

ustat and today -
yond Bab Zuweila to Bab Al-Futouh. The com-
re is the Yazbak Palace

on the eastem side of the arca. which was built
and enlaged severa times,under Quvsun, Yaz-
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AlSuyuliya Suest. includes the Mausoleum oF St &
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of Egyptian Moruments n o (T Americn By R e e S o
ty in Cairo Press. ¢ R s o
Whie gennlly preseng ¢
tar of th Vasbak Palac, e Mawlani Der-
Vithes added a new wang on AL-Sayufiya Stret, : ik
ok slowed Gect e o he Achard gar . ST cu ore,
den and the reception arca, and compriscd cight- 68 e %' i Lo : e
en cells for the monks attached o the convent K49 ik -‘;e)' o ;i‘.@f
of the order.
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‘The Sama'khana is a circular area, symbol aﬁ‘* i 4-’?

iclly sumountd by & dome. Othr iuncuonnl

spaces are arranged around it such
3 hes, lanes fox e o,

citers of the Qur*an and the Matnawi verses, and . -
fially the. Mausoleum wites Fanfoni, The e = e e o 1;;,, <
rescnce of a mikrab and a minbar suggests that e & B iy T
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perimposed over that of (
the Sanarkiana g two funcior
buril in the masolen
e in which the lise
The oor plan, dherefore. was aranged (o foc.
oncile these two purposes.
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The Hall of Listening:
the Company of Mawiawi Der.
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Street;
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ATTLING THE ODDS: Unlike some monu-
ments of Islamic Cairo which ae being resored!
renovated i recond i, using tae-

netiods and ool

x has taken years. A long-term
projet. & vaffered from 3 chronie shorage Of

p of Malian experts (scholars,
i e e it s cnny i ek

i o e racom estructod sec T
4 tiom of the Samakhan

i TS e st %, 0 - a 19th-century intarpretation
took th prdjct under the guidance of Professor iz 3 S o of the Mawlawiyya.
brella of the lalian-Egyptian Restoration Cenire Opposite page, main picture:

Tha Samethanat's vlew from
the balcony of the op
1oft cornert “¥a Hadrat Maw:
iana” — a salute to the sheikh,
Inscribed above the area
wiawiyya pay
chermance to their 1osdar

(CFPR). the group’s offical tde since 19

Restorationof the _ architectural _complex,
hich comprises severs buidings dating from
different eras and designed for different pur-

project, the brainchild of F: s \%f;,
1, th dirctor o the laian Cultral Instite in e
initiated_through a joint agrcement
Setuzen e Hiiah Culte nsotes o O
versity, the Egyptian Antiquities Organisation
PofessorFanfoni, who_contribulc
months of summer holidays (from his teaching
job at the University of Rome), workiag on the
Testoration ever,
i 1984, tne spreement was extended as the re-
sult of the intervention of the Direzione Gene-
Cooperazione allo Sviluppo of the
Halian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Uni-
versity of Rome (La Sapienza). These b
ies affered 10 set up a cantiere-scuola (centre for
professional taining) on the sie. Students of this
school, the lalansgypian Resiorstion Cenire
offers a four-year work-study

progrs cipatad i th festortion o te
Somarkhan of the Mavwlaw, Dervisheo, which
was achieved in 1988.

‘The Sama'khana was only opened to the pub-
lic ten years later, Snce €xiensve pesorion of
the foundations of the madrasa below

JECTING NEW LIFE: Like most historical
monuments and archucologial sics in
iho Mawlavi comples presenicd probiem rc”
lated o the geological origin and physical-
chemical properis of he bulding mmrms. e
ological characteristics of the sol, the.
Sraphical and soci feaures of the enironaen,
pollution caused_by _industrial
aste. Occasional catastrophi
crease the eflects of these permanent factors,
causing the decay and cyentual loss of hundreds

Professor Fanfoni has initiated a programme of
reseaeh st the CEPR, which includes gata gl

d analysis of the main causes of archi-
tecuural deterioration and the testing of various ) )
vestoraton technigues, particlarly i reon 1o vices for every case machinery ft forth iner: seiled in the Turkish town of Konia, yhere he - Sinaa” wites Fanfon. *is daed 7 Sufar 1016 tend the ceremony: in fn Undersing Geomerrical Desin of the - fully the wokd of he composei lement ailowing them (o perceive (ama’ means 1o velocity until his dress spread out like an um-  Cairo rikisya must have had a provisional char-
venton  spocialied (ehnical slf and sp- - diedn 121, His oy i il a ploc o pilgi - AR 1607 AD (Arhivs of the Minsy of A Mavlai Sama’khana i Cai awlawi, e, paorming e har ot liten) the uniary semse of the laws bl He contnued whirng s fo about en s . i, 5 o occupants s 0 ave cor-
humidity or ground water absorbed by the walls  propriate expens age for peapie from all over the orl af)” LISTENING TN CIRCLES: The Sana’ cr. oo i on e v)mhnhc ‘meanings n. . S o e " which regulate the iuliple aspects of cosmic  minutes, after which he bowed lo his superior, tented themselves with assigning ncw functions
and foundations of the buildings. He has applied *Compurd 0 Fancs of Asis for i ey, The et ctblishe the cxct boundris of the - cmony consiscd of w0 phuses, preceded an Tile iche by (e auh WO Of Jl.  EWakening 1 the musi, s Sy aorbed harmory: who stood within the greai fing, and then. with: 1o the existing edifices, devoting a temporary
hss tecnigues o the restoratio of the various COMING TO TOWN: The Moulawiyya. like ity and Jacopone da Tod for th profuiy of ks (comven) andoferdonaion ofan at_ folloved by praers and muLannM “The Dawr-i- alediin AL, a5 well as todiiaiion and the'  ako Gt barmeny. Gecuchical Shapers 150 out showing any signs of fabizue or giddiness, * space to the Sama’khana. The later phases of
units of the Mawlawi comples. he Naqshabandiyya and o s cxpression, h 1 consdered the groaiost iys-  Wore o genera Lhe income necessary to pay e Waladi  comprised thre counterlockvie Sty of Isamic’philosaphy and the aly cul- circle and its cente in particlar, which mitor  WHISPERS OF THE PAST: [n Manners and joined the daweeshes in the great g, who had  building actvity around the present Sama khana,
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Jsctionofspcal wateproof resi) wascopet- - minory o adicrets of such,ontes devoted o sed by he Cenre on he cscion of the  muber of emplojes, 1 well g the jobs they  ahvzvs Soumieise oiling Hoog o IF The frs. performances were cenired on the  as Pyihagorean and Platonic esoteicism form  Publications, London, 1978, EW. Lane con- ~great vehemence, and to jup lo the tight in-  190h century. Fanfon belioves (hal it was the
e Sama'khana,  their wmxe lives to the path,” however, ac-  inauguration of the Smm kh.um (leuly mm performed. The fext, explains Fanfoni, shows ferent orbits. While performing the rounds, the themes .,y death and the awakening to universal the basis of the Mawlawis' philosophy. fater ca-  firms the presence of the Mawlawi Dervishes in  stcad of sicpping. After the whirling last such building 1o be erected by the order,
s he wall of the Cpet hal of th. Sunqer cording o AlbetHourani (L Hisory o the Arab 1t s duing the 16 it he Mawlawiyys bl (o some e oc. - dervishes whired on e own wes it th same judgement “by the sound of the heavealy riched by contact with cultures absorbed by Is+  Cairo in the 1830s. Atiending the birth feast of ~danweeshes, within the grcat o and probably the last sil in existerce after At
Sl madnasa and hose of the Masoleum of  peopics, New York. 1991). ‘Most of he e pericnced 4 petiod of partiolar cupied an area bordering that which was donaied  time, Keeping the ,mm o the right hand timed hree the” e "o which the demvibcs  lam durng s Expansion Hussein Lane was bl o oserve he e o aler s bt vers il e aturk closed all the order’s Turkish complexes in
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the wall with a special blade — made in Egypt  The Mawlawi Dervishes are the order which ~tually scquired the role of an influential eit. In  order speak of Journeys to Caito and residence in In this way, they wer of their Rumi e e o Shans Tt (o ader mbs found within the e e e oo oouvasn four  sumlar 0 Uy of he et ing. except being i e Caio ko s lose, i, while
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cves i their con-  Sumain i th same vay s it s beleved to
e d from the stars in other mystical and S’ tomb. Later interpretuions suessed the  moment of ihe mystc cxltaon of Jueddin - Tound i way due o the excicment
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rion o1t shectsof PVC. Jalaleddin Al-Runti, was born in Balkh, in Af.  During this period the Mawlawi Dervishes  the moulid of Al-Hussein, some members of the  and later inspired other Sufi orders. i which cocloses the whole, while the  vencration of the deceased, which seems (0 have  the Mawlawiyya were performing: *...another  after whic hole purty sl to res. They  music mde at the Congress of Arabic Musi

Fanfoni stresses, however, that while many of  ghanistan (then Khorasan) on 30 Sepiember (known as the Mawlawiyys) setled in Egypt. ~order led a secluded life within the confines of ~ertheless, for the Mawlawis it constitutes, ac- oo Tounds o the S ropinent respeiively  becn 3 omponent of he S then cume 10, reseh b Tork, of the order SF thc Mow. Tose ugain ule the apse of about 1 quarer of 1932, Finally, the date inseribed over the en-
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